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Welcome to Wells & Mendip Museum’s newsletter with information about 
exhibitions, talks, events and developments at the Museum.  If you would like to 
receive a copy by e-mail please contact admin@wellsmuseum.org.uk	
 
Opening hours:  Monday – Saturday 10am – 4pm. Closed Sundays. 
 
SMALL ART EXHIBITIONS IN MEETING ROOM 
The late Peter Coate, a prominent local artist, long held an ambition to find a display area 
in Wells where artists from across the region can showcase their work. We are pleased to 
be able to provide this facility, with the intention that it will be a regularly changing 
exhibition to allow as many artists to exhibit as possible. 
If you are interested in exhibiting in this area, or for more details, please email your contact 
details to: Christine Quinn admin@wellsmuseum.org.uk 
 
29 JANUARY – 5 MARCH – ART EXHIBITION BY KEVIN JONES 
                                                         Kevin describes his work as consistent, yet diverse, 
                                                         with line, space and colour being its main elements 
                                                         It is a form of linear abstraction combined with  
                                                         expressionism. 
                                                               
                                                         Many pieces are overlaid several times producing 
                                                         multiple-image compositions which are complex 
                                                         and thought provoking. Often they contain planes 
                                                         of colour which takes the viewer in and out of the 
                                                         work or the lines vary in density, so as to create the same 
effect. They also can evoke sculptural themes and group encounter; their main influences 
being the human form, geometry, architecture, landscape and music. The materials he 
uses are pastel, conte crayon, charcoal, pen, marker and graphite on varying types of 
acid-free paper. Normal Museum entry fees apply 
 
6 MARCH – 1 APRIL – AN ECLECTIC MELANGE OF ART BY PIP WILSON 
100 years ago Bauhaus artist Wassilly Kandisnsky said that there 
is a piece of the artist’s inner self in every painting   - and he was  
right! 
Pip has delved into different mediums and his style is sometimes 
influenced by whichever artist he has been studying from the  
Impressionists to the St Ives Schools, Pop Art through to the present 
day. It would be much more logical of course to settle into one 
genre but he has found that he can only paint what is currently 
‘in his heart‘ - and that seems to keep changing ! He paints from 
from his small studio at home in the lee of the Polden Hills, so his 
inspiration comes from the local area, Wells and Cornwall 
Normal Museum entry fees apply 



THE FIRST FLOOR EXHIBITION ROOM 
14 – 24 MARCH – “COLOURSCAPE”  
AN ART EXHIBITION BY JASON NOSWORTHY & KATE COCHRANE  
 
                                             Kate is a colourist landscape artist.  
                                             Working in rich textural shades, 
                                             her paintings are awash with a whole  
                                             spectrum of colour. 
                                   
                                            Jason paints richly coloured atmospheric  
                                             land/seascapes. Imbued with emotion  
                                             and a poetic sensibility.  
                                             Free entry to exhibition only 
 
THE MUSEUM LIBRARY 
SOMERSET WOMEN AT WAR 1914 – 1918 
Until Mid-March 2018 
Somerset’s unsung heroines of the First World War are featured in a new exhibition in our 
Library. The display highlights the military support organizations in which Somerset women 
played so important a part – Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC), First Aid Nursing 
Yeomanry (FANY’s), and the Voluntary Auxiliary Detachment (VAD) which was linked to the 
Red Cross.  
Nurses from those units found themselves at one of over 150 base 
hospitals in France, close enough to the front line to hear the  
noise of the guns, while hospitals themselves were sometimes 
bombed by the primitive aircraft of the day. 
Huge numbers of nurses were also needed in Somerset to care 
for casualties invalided home from the front. Many emergency 
hospitals were created, often by converting large private 
houses. In Wells, “The Cedars” former home of the Tudor Quilter 
family, was refitted as a hospital – as recorded in photos and 
press reports in the Museum display. 
It was not only nurses who played a vital role on the Home Front.  
The newly formed Women’s Institutes achieved monumental  
amounts of knitted wear for soldiers and war-workers, while supposedly male jobs were 
taken over by women: railway station-masters and ticket collectors, postal deliveries, 
munitions workers, policemen, managers of shops and other businesses, and, (perhaps 
above all) the life-saving efforts of the Land Girls who ensured the nation did not starve. 
 
It is only through press reports or even obituaries that the war-time contribution of Somerset 
women can be traced and belatedly recognized. That is what the Museum Library 
exhibition sets out to do.  
 
OTHER NEWS AND EVENTS 
 
SAVE OUR SWAN – UPDATE! 
The “Save our Swan” campaign is gathering steam, with the total donations now 
exceeding £500. Donors so far, include the Bishop of Bath and Wells (who, in a 
letter accompanying his donation, mentioned how much pleasure seeing the swans on 
the Palace moat gave him), the Wells Chamber of Commerce, the Civic Society, and 
the Swan Hotel.  
 
 



                                                  There have also been several donations from the kind citizens 
                                                  of Wells, plus a letter from Buckingham Palace wishing the 
                                                  appeal “every success” in reply to a letter sent to HRH Queen 
                                                  Elizabeth II, who has the right of ownership of all mute swans 
                                                  in the United Kingdom that are unmarked and swimming in 
                                                  open waters, informing her of our project. 
                                                  If you would like to make a donation, please either call into 
                                                 the Museum, ring us on 01749 671770 to make a donation 
                                                 over the phone, or email us at: admin@wellsmuseum.org.uk 
 
FINDS INDENTIFICATION DAY 
Thursday 22 February 11am – 3pm 
Laura Burnett, the Finds Liaison Officer for Somerset County Council, will be available to 
identify your finds from digging your garden or while walking your dog.   
No charge or booking necessary 
 
Wednesday January 10th at 7.30pm – Annual General meeting followed by at talk by the 
Very Revd Dr John Davies who will talk about the role of the Dean in the City.  
Wells Civic Society 
 
Saturday 3rd February at 7.30pm – “Saxon Remains in Chewton Mendip” Whilst 
investigating Norman remains in Chewton Mendip, Pip Osborne made the further 
discovery of Saxon occupation of the site. She will give an illustrated account of her 
findings. Wells Natural History and Archaeological Society 
 
Wednesday 14th February – “Wells – City of Culture 2010 – win it or not Andy Webb  
co-ordinated the bid in the Summer of 2017 and will talk about the positive outcomes for 
the City and region since then. 
Wells Natural History and Archaeological Society 
 
Tuesday 27th February at 7.30pm – “Hidden Somerset” Popular local speaker, Mike Bolton 
will give us a light-hearted look at parts of our beautiful Somerset that many people miss, 
unless of course they manage to get out of their cars. 
Somerset Wildlife Trust 
 
Friday 2nd March at 7.30pm – AGM followed by “Downtown Wells” – Sarah Villiers has used 
various sources from the Museum and other local archives to investigate the history of the 
St. Cuthbert Street area of Wells.  
Wells Natural History & Archaeological Society 
 
Wednesday 14th March at 7.30pm – “21st Century Education in Wells”  
Steve Jackson, former Headteacher at Wells Blue School, who was at the heart of 
education in the City for over a decade, will talk about his experiences. 
Wells Civic Society 
 
Tuesday 27th March at 7.30pm – “DWT Beaver Trail” A talk by Hugh Graham from the 
Devon Wildlife Trust about what is happening with the river Otter Beaver trail. The Beaver is 
a keystone species, who has the ability to engineer the landscape in an extraordinary 
way. This is the first of its kind in England and provides an amazing opportunity to study 
these animals and their impact on the river and surrounding landscape. 
Somerset Wildlife Trust 
 
Data protection and email addresses.  If you have received this newsletter by email we clearly hold 
your email address.  If you do not wish to receive information in this way, please let us know at 
admin@wellsmuseum.org.uk 


